
CHRISTIANITY

“If someone who is supposed to be a Christian sees a brother in need and won’t help him,
 how can God’s love be within him?   … we must show it by our actions.”

1 John 3:17-18
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Matthew 25:35-40

“And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’”

Luke 10:27

“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
Galatians 6:2

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 7:12

ISLAM

The Hadiths are the recorded words and deeds of the Islamic prophet Muhammad.  The Hadith are regarded by many Muslims as an important tool for understanding the Qur’an.  Some of the quotes from the prophet Muhammad include:

· “God has no mercy on one who has no mercy for others.”
· “None of you truly believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself.”
· “He who eats his fill while his neighbor goes without food is not a believer.”
QUESTIONS

1. How can your reconcile these scriptures and passages with the lack of assistance given by some of the Christians and Muslims of the world during the Holocaust?

2. What do you think went through the minds of Christians and Muslims who saw the sins of the Nazis and did nothing?

3. Why did other Christians and Muslims risk their lives to help those targeted by the Nazis?  What were their concerns … fears … risks?  

4. What price could they pay for defying the Nazis?

5. What price could they pay for not defying the Nazis? 

6. Why did several villagers go home and commit suicide after touring the concentration camps?  Did they gain anything at all for remaining silent?
JUDAISM

“The Lord … does not show partiality … and shows his love for the stranger by giving him 
food and clothing.  Therefore, show your love for the stranger.”

Deuteronomy 10:17-19
“If you see that the donkey of someone who hates you has collapsed under its load, 
do not walk by. Instead, stop and help.”
Exodus 23:5

“When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them.”
Romans 12:13
Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire world. 
And whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire world.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 4:8 (37a)
QUESTIONS
1. How can you reconcile these quotes from the fact that the first people imprisoned at Dachau were the political prisoners?  Where was the Jewish community throughout the world? 

2. Since the first prisoners sent to Dachau were not Jews, what do you think were the concerns and fears of the Jewish community?

3. What price could they pay for defying the Nazis?

4. What price could they pay for not defying the Nazis? 

RELIGION CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Many Germans considered themselves to be strongly religious people … many of them Christian.  How do you think they reconciled their religious beliefs with the atrocities of the Holocaust?  How do people of most every religion do this?
2. What is the difference between the Nazis and other hate groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, that claim to be following their religion when they commit such hateful acts?

3. How do you think it makes good Christians feel when they see such hatred being spread in the name of Christianity? 

4. Upon liberation, many of the German guards at Dachau were murdered rather than being put on trial. Were these summary executions justified?  How does that reconcile with your religion?
5. Is it a sin in your religion to stand by and watch such atrocities happen even if you are not actively engaged in committing them?  What in your religion says you have to help others in distress?  Do you still have to help if the person is of another religion?  
6. Some prisoners received special privileges for being harsh and cruel towards their fellow prisoners.  Many of these “Trustees” were actually worse that the regular SS guards themselves.  What does your religion say about betraying your own people … or anyone for that matter?
7. If you were in Dachau because of your religion, would you think God had forsaken you?  If so, why?  If no, what would keep your thoughts towards God positive?

8. If there was anything of “meaning” that came out of the Holocaust, what was it?

9. Today, we still have millions of people who still live in slavery, exiled from their homes as refugees or are the victims of genocide.  Did we really learn anything from the Holocaust?  If so, what?  

10. What do you think God wanted us to learn from the Holocaust?  Did we learn it?  Is God pleased with our progress as human beings … or are we getting worse?

11. What is better today?

12. What is worse?

13. How many people of different demographics do you know personally who would have been imprisoned at Dachau?  (HINT:  Could you be imprisoned at Dachau for going to the movies?)
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“The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who,
 in times of great moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.

~~Dante Alighieri

1. How does Dante’s quote complement the principles of Christianity, Islam and Judaism?

2. What does it mean in relation to the Holocaust?

3. What does this quote say about your obligation to others in your faith … or do you have an obligation to others?

4. In 1915, the Ottoman Empire murdered somewhere between 1,000,000 and 1,500,000 Armenians, which is referred to as the “Armenian Holocaust.”  Hitler took great notice that such an act of modern genocide could take place and few people in the world community ever objected.  
If the Christians, Jews and Muslims of the world had spoken out against the Nazi’s horrific acts when they first began, would the Holocaust have ever happened?
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First they came for the Communists, and I did not speak out because I was not a Communist.

Then they came for the Socialists and Trade Unionists, 
and I did not speak out because I was not a Socialist or a Trade Unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me … and there was no one left to speak for me.

~~ Reverend Martin Niemoller
           Dachau Prisoner

1. What did Rev. Niemoller mean by this?

2. Was he guilty of something? 

3. How does his quote correlate with Christianity, Judaism and Islam?

4. How does his quote correlate with just being a human being … aside from your religious beliefs?

5. How does Rev. Niemoller’s quote correlate with Dante?
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