GOING TO DACHAU DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Outside Entrance to Dachau

       Gate Into Dachau
“Work Will Set You Free”
You live about 20 miles outside of Dachau.  The Nazis have accused you and your father of being Communists.  You were arrested the night before as you were having dinner with your family.  You protested, claiming that neither you or your father have ever been members of the Communist Party.  The Nazis did not want to hear your objections as they took you and you 67 year old father into custody. Your family saw you and your father disappear into the night, not knowing where you were going.
You and your father were held for most of the night in a local jail cell.  That next morning, you were forced marched with 33 other people into Dachau. 

You arrived at Dachau on June 1.  It was 95 degrees as you marched in through the front gates. Your clothes were drenched in sweat, the same as everyone else.  
As soon as you arrived, your clothes were stripped off and you were forced to wear a blue and white stripped wool uniform.  You looked at your chest and saw the “Communist” insignia.  You began to sweat even more as the guards mocked you and laughed as they gave you the traditional “Camp Road Hair Cut.”

You saw your father in his uniform.  He was also given the Camp Road Haircut. You barely recognized him.  He already looked tired and worn out.

You, your father and a few dozen other inmates were taken out into the main courtyard.  As you were about to take your place in line, the guards grabbed your father and started to take him away.  You instinctively grabbed your father’s arm and protested.  That was the last thing you remembered as you felt a sharp stinging pain in the back of your head.  The next thing you knew you were on the ground.  You realized that a guard struck you with his baton in the back of your head. You could feel the blood running across your face.
You then felt a sharp pain in your ribs.  Another guard was kicking you in the ribs and yelling at you to get up.  You struggled to get up as quickly as you could.  You looked around and saw that your father was gone.
You then stood at attention in the blistering sun in your wool uniform for the next three hours. 
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Prisoners Marching Into Dachau



Roll Call
· What would go through your mind when you first heard the gate close behind you? 
· What would you feel and think as you stood at attention at roll call?

· Why do you suppose there are birds outside of the camp … but there are still none inside yet today … decades later?

GOING TO DACHAU:  TORTURE
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Prisoner Being Beaten On

Prisoners Being Tortured By
The “Whipping Bench”



“Pole Hanging”
· Where could the guards have taken your father?
· What types of torture could be in store for him … and you?
· What types of torture have you, your father and your family already experienced? 
GOING TO DACHAU:  BRANDING
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Uniform Insignias
    Camp Road Haircut

     Prisoners In Their Uniforms 
Upon arriving at Dachau, you were “branded” as being a “Communist” and as a prisoner at Dachau.
· What methods did the Nazis use to brand you?  What affect would this have on you?

· Why did the Nazis shave your head with the “Camp Road Hair Cut” … and how would that affect you?  (Did this do more to you than take away your hair?) 
GOING TO DACHAU:  WORK DETAIL
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Prisoner Work Details At Dachau
On your first full day at Dachau, you were assigned to build a new road for the Reich.  It was back breaking work.  Your hands are worn raw.  Every joint hurts  ... and you get to do it all again tomorrow. 
· How long can you keep doing this kind of work?  Do you think you are going to survive this camp?

· Would you try to escape?

· How would keep up your strength and your morale high enough to make it at Dachau?
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