THE BARRACKS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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1. As you watched the “The Barracks” section of the video, how did you feel?  

Did you feel crowded?  Claustrophobic?   Dizzy and confused?

2. As you looked up through the cracks in the slats of the bed above you, what were you thinking?  What will most likely happen to you during the night since you have someone sleeping above you who is most likely wounded or sick? 
3. How well do you think you would sleep … knowing you have so much hard work to do tomorrow? 
THE BARRACKS:  SLEEPING
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View From Barracks of Guard Tower
  Prisoners Looking Out of Barracks
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        Bunks At Dachau

     Barracks Sinks      

Toilets At Dachau
It is your first night in Dachau.  You walk towards your barracks and see several other prisoners looking out at you.  They all seem to have a glazed look on their faces.

You walk into the barracks and look around.  You cannot believe the smell.  You look out through the dirty weathered windows and see the constant presence of the guard tower watching you.  

You look at all of the rows of bunks.  There are no pillows.  There are no mattresses.  All you have is your blanket, if you can hold onto it.  You reach out feel the bunk with your hand.  It is hard and rough.  

You walk through the barracks and see the toilets and wash up area.  Two hundred people are supposed to share this entire barracks.  You lean up against the wall and close your eyes.    

This is home.

· What would you be thinking right now? 
· What would it feel like to sleep in these bunks … and how does this differ from home?  
· When you first entered the barracks, you were struck by the strong smells.  What do you suppose you were smelling? 
· What do you suppose you will dream about? 

· What is the worst part of these barracks?

THE BARRACKS: SLEEPING IN THE BUNKS
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Inside The Bunks At Dachau


   Prisoners Inside Their Bunks
You are exhausted.  You worked all day building a new road for the Reich.  It is time for bed. All of the top bunks have been taken.  So you crawl into the middle bunk for the night.

You wedge yourself in between two other prisoners.  You now adjust your arm under your head to support your neck a bit.  There are no pillows at Dachau.

Your face is three inches from the face of another prisoner, Lars.  Lars has been your partner on the road crew for the last several weeks.  You trust him and you look out for each other.  You know Lars will not steal from you as you sleep, nor will he assault you to get more room in the bunk.  You are wedged into this bunk so close that you cannot only smell Lars’ breath, but you can feel it. 

You can also feel the breath of the prisoner behind you on the back of your neck.  

There is no room to move.  This is how you will sleep tonight, just like every other night.

In the morning, you no longer feel Lars’ breath on your face.  Lars died in the night.  It is now your job to drag Lars’ body out into the main courtyard for roll call.  
· Who do you trust to sleep next to now?  
· Does this make it harder to go to sleep at night?  
· How will this affect you and your chance of survival?
THE BARRACKS:  MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS
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Salt Water/Dehydration Experiment         Hypothermia Experiment
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Malaria Experiment (Mosquito Bag)                    Air Pressure Experiment

You have been at Dachau for 18 months.  You entered Dachau weighing 175 pounds.  You are 5’ 10” tall.  You have no idea how much weight you have lost, but you can see and feel all of your ribs.  Your eyes have sunken into your head and you can feel your own eye sockets.  

Two of your fingers have been broken while on work detail.  They are permanently bent.

You are not sure what happened to your left knee, but it hurts all the time.  It is swollen.

One guard directs you to report to Barracks #5.  You are told that you are going to assist some of the camp physicians.  You are thrilled.  Having a few days of light duty could give you the chance to mend your body a bit and regain some strength.  

You enter Barracks #5 and you are greeted by the guard.  You realize that you are going to be assisting the camp physicians with the medical experiments they are conducting on your fellow prisoners.

You are the first new assistant to report to Barracks #5.  So, you are given your choice of experiments to assist.

The thought of helping the Nazi doctors to conduct these experiments on human beings sickens and disgusts you.  However, you feel you need this assignment to survive. 

· What do you do?  Do you accept this assignment and, as a result, commit crimes against humanity?

· If so, which one of the four types of experiments would you choose to become an assistant?
THE BARRACKS:  CLAUS SCHILLING 
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Nazi Dr. Claus Schilling In Life And Death
Dr. Claus Schilling was the former head of the Department of Tropical Diseases in Berlin.  Schilling infected approximately 1,100 people with malaria in an attempt to create a vaccine.  Schilling was convicted of “war crimes and crimes against humanity” in the Nuremberg Doctors’ Trials.   He was sentenced to death.    

· Why did the Nazi’s feel it was acceptable to perform medical experiments on their human “guinea pigs”?  (See “What Is Bigotry” folder)
· Why did Dr. Weiss say that his only regret was that he did not get a chance to complete his “work”?  Why did he view himself as a “medical pioneer” and not a criminal?  If he had actually discovered a vaccine for malaria, would history have viewed him differently?
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