LIBERATION DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Dachau Men and Boy Prisoners 



“Bone Men”
          On Liberation Day  

On Sunday, April 29, 1945, the Allied forces liberated the town and concentration camp at Dachau.   Just one week later World War II in Europe was over.

· What do you think the prisoners thought when they first saw their liberators?

· What do you think the liberators first thought when they saw the prisoners?

· If you were an American soldier liberating the camp, how would you have reacted … and how would this affect you in the future?

LIBERATION:  TOURING THE CAMP
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Dachau Villagers Touring Dachau
         Allies Showing The “Hitler Youth” Dachau

Eisenhower ordered all of the German people from the surrounding villages to be ushered through the camps to see what they had done.  There were several instances of villagers returning home and committing suicide. 
The American soldiers also rounded up the local Hitler Youth to show them the horrific results of Nazi rule.

· Why did some of the citizens of Dachau go home and commit suicide after they were forced to tour the camp?  How were they responsible?

· How do you think the Hitler Youth reacted?  
· How would you have reacted if you took such a horrifying tour?
LIBERATION:  YOU GO HOME 
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Dachau’s Main Entrance 
The Main Compound at Dachau
From Inside The Camp
On December 23, approximately 18 moths after you arrived at Dachau, you are liberated by the Allies.  You learn that your father has died in the camp.  You don’t know how this happened or what happened to him.  All you know is that he did not survive.

You prepare to leave the camp.  You look in the mirror.  You do not recognize yourself.  You have aged many years in the last 18 months.

You look at your hands.  They are heavily scarred and three of your fingers are twisted a bit and are sore.  You are sure they have been broken at some time during your various work details.

You have lost quite a bit of weight and you can now feel your ribs. 

You leave the barracks for the last time and head for the gate.  You survived.

· How would being a prisoner in Dachau change you?  Has this experience changed you?

· How did you feel when you finally got to leave the camp?  

· What do you think you had to do in order to survive?  Do you feel any guilt because you lived and so many of the people you met here did not, including your own father?
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